University of Rhode Island

DigitalCommons@URI
Faculty Senate Bills

Faculty Senate

4-28-1994

University College and General Education Committee Report:
Section II - General Education Pilot Project for 1994-95
University of Rhode Island Faculty Senate

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/facsen_bills

Recommended Citation
University of Rhode Island Faculty Senate, "University College and General Education Committee Report:
Section II - General Education Pilot Project for 1994-95" (1994). Faculty Senate Bills. Paper 1382.
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/facsen_bills/1382

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Faculty Senate at DigitalCommons@URI. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Faculty Senate Bills by an authorized administrator of DigitalCommons@URI. For more
information, please contact digitalcommons@etal.uri.edu.

I

Serial Number

#93-94--31

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE
BILL
Adopted by the Faculty Senate
TO:
FROM:
1.

President Robert L. Carothers
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
The attached BILL, titled University College and General
Education Committee Report:

Section II - General Education

Pilot Project for 1994-95
is forwarded for your consideration.
The original and two copies for your use are included.

2.

This BILL was adopted by vote of the Faculty Senate on
April 28, 1994
.
(date)
After considering this bill, will you please indicate your approva l
or disapproval. Return the original or forward it to the Board of
Governors, completing the appropriate endorsement below.

- 3.

4.

In accordance with Section 10, paragraph 4 of the Senate's By-Laws,
this bill will become effective
May 19, 1994
,
three weeks after Senate approval, unless:
(1) specific dates for
implementation are written into the bill; (2) you return it disapproved;
(3) you forward it to the Board of Governors for their approval; or (4)
the University Faculty petitions for a referendum.
If the bill is
forwarded to the Board of Governors, it will not become effective until
approved by the Board.

5.

April 29, 1994
(date)

ijbibaia:F. Luebke
Chairperson of the Faculty Senate

ENDORSEMENT
TO:
FROM:

Chairperson of the Faculty Senate
President of the University

Returned.
a.

Approved

b.

Approved subject to final

c.

Disapproved

Sl i / CJ7
' (date)

Form revised 9/91
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{ /
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G
:vernors

/!~~
President

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
FACULTY SENATE

On April 28, 1994, the Faculty Senate approved the following
recommendation of the University College and General Educaiton
Committee:
That the Faculty Senate permit the experimental courses
designed and approved for the general education pilot
project to be applied to the general education requirements
for those students who participate in the pilot project.
Section II of the Report of the University College and General
Education Committee: General Education Pilot Project for 1994-95
is attached.

UNIVERSITY OF RHODE ISLAND
Kingston, Rhode Island
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE AND GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE
REPORT TO THE FACULTY SENATE
APRIL 1994
SECTION II
GENERAL EDUCATION PILOT PROJECT FOR 1994-95

The UCGE Subcommittee on Liberal Education is deve loping a pilot
project on General Education and intends to offer 10 experimental
courses in the fall 1994 semester and a somewhat larger number of
cour ses (approximatel y 15) in the spring of 1995. The approva l
process for these courses wi l l include the college curriculum
committee(s), the Basic Liberal studies Committee, the Curricular
Affairs Committee and the University College and Genera l Education
Committee. As in the case of other experimental courses, these
courses would be offered only twice with the "X" designation.
The UCGE Committee recommends:
That the Faculty Senate permit the experimental courses
designed and approved for the general education pilot
project to be applied to the general education requirements
for those students who participate in the pilot project.
Rationale:
The Liberal Education Subcommittee was created by the Faculty
Senate in the spr i ng of 1993 to develop a pilot study of alternative
proposals for general education. With the advent of the President's
proposal for general education, the subcommittee was temporarily
without a meaningful charge.
In January 1994, the UCGE Committee
reactivated the subcommittee and asked it to undertake a pilot study
of important elements of the new general education proposal on which
the UCGE Committee was working. The subcommittee has decided to
attempt to offer ten p i lot courses in the f all o f 1994 and more in the
spring of 1995 . The fall courses ("Foundat i ons") would be based on
existing general education courses with the following changes: (1)
restriction o f most of them to a 25 student enrollment limit; (2 )
restriction to freshmen and sophomores; (3) addition of a
skill-intens i ve component in writing, mathemat i cs or speech; and (4)
increase in credits from 3 to 4, in keeping with the added workload
for instructors and students. Two of the ten would not have
enrollment restrictions and would pilot the UCGE Committee's proposed
use of a small number of large l ecture courses within the new
requirements.
Because these changes would certainly make these
courses new ones, they would need new course approval. Therefore, the
UCGE believes that the appropriate procedure for the pilot courses
would be to approve them as experimental courses and request that the
Senate permit these exper i mental courses to be used toward general
education requirements.
Students who take these experimental courses
would receive general education credit within the area where the
three-credit course was located.
In the spring semester, the
subcommittee hopes to pilot test some completely new seminars on
contemporary issues ("Explorations").

